
•By Jenny Prunty

The California . Assess-
ment Program (CAP) test
was taken by all seniors on
Dec. 9. The purpose of the
test is to measure how
much students have learn-
ed in 12 years of education.
The benefit is that the

V government rewards
schools that have improved
on test scores.

A few seniors taking the
test organized a protest
against the new attendance
policy, which they feel . is
unreasonable. These

V students V

passed

iLXrV•V

aTOUfl1 to other seniors to
inspire eveyone tking the
test to deliberately fail in
protest

to the attendance
policy.

Ninety-three percent of
the seniors have to show up
for the tests in order for the
school to be eligible to
receive money.

“We did receive the 93%
figure today,” said Ken
James, assistant principal.

“Supposedly, there were

a lot of people who did fail
on purpose,” said Gina

$angenito.

“The students applied
themselves

in the proper

manner. We had V people

watching who made a note

if they saw students
deliberately mismarking

on their tests. Only two

tests were pulled on that
basis.”

“It’s stupid,” said Wendy
Hash, “the attendance

policy doesn’t bother me.”

“If people wanted to pro-

test the policy, then they

should have started right

awy,” said Kristin
$haratz.

“I thought the test was
afjim, actually. I

dón’t,

see why they made it seem

so hard,” said Jason
Scribner.

“The only reason why
people don’t like the new
attendance policy is
because it makes it harder
for them to ditch,” said
Ben Darby.

None of the people inter-
viewed said they purposely
failed the test.

“I would hope that the
students wouldn’t do that to
the school,” said James.
“We have a good reputa
tion and I would hate to see
the students ruin it.” V

By Susie Park

“The road to success
begins here,” was the
theme to the 10th annual
Associated Student Body
Nominating Convention,
held Von Wednesday, Dec.
10. The gym was
transformed into a political
convention in which
students (candidates) were
able to campaign and “par-
ticipate in a simulation of
our national political pro-
cess.”

“From my point of view,
I feel it turned out well,”
said Christine Rhatigan,
ASB Vice-President and
Convention Chairperson.

The number of students
participating in the conven
tion was limited. Only four
students were allowed in
the booths : the candidate,
the campaign manager,
and two campaigners. All
students on the floor had to
have a 2.0 grade pointV average and no classes
were admitted to observe

the event after lunch. Dur
ing this time voting was
held and noise was to be as
limited as possible.

“Having less people on
the floor cut down on the
noise a lot,” said Rhatigan.

Thirty three candidates
ran for the 13 offices
available. On Monday,
Dec. 8, a preliminary vote
was held and delegates
were chosen out of sixth
period classes. A total of
165 delegates were chosen
to represent their class and
vote to narrow down all of-
fices with more than three
candidates to only two.

The positions were nar
rowed down to : ASB Presi
dent - Russ Roth and Rich
Osterheld, Commissioner
of Athletics - Matt Lehman
and Jeff Zevely, Commis
sioner of Clubs - Vie Nagpal
and Evin Grensted, and
Commissioner of Publicity

- James Bronson and Kelly
Rich.

VDelegates paid a lot

they ‘ voted and had
something to do,” said
Rhatigan.

Weeks of planning were
V spent to prepare for the
convention. A 22-page pro-
gram was made and each
event was planned to the

minute. Statements of each
candidate running for an
office were also included in
the program.

“It went really smooth, I
thought,” said Rhatigan.
“We had to cut out the
debate though, which
would have been really
good. Tony Romero (A$B
President) was going to
ask questions to all the can-

V
didates running for Presi

;

dent.’
V • Much creativity was

shown in the booths and
speeches of each can-
didate. Ideas were as wide
spread as Christmas to
Surf booths. Entertainment
was provided by Marjorie
Gaines’ speech and Joe
Shefflo’s Elvis impersona
tion. V V

- — -
V

_____
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V Class
protests on CAP

Luke Anderson. relaxes in the middle of convention chaos.

ASB convention
V chooses candidates

However, James said,

Sophomore James Bronson V was considered the most qualified tenth grader to
represent San Dieguito at the Hugh O’Brien seminar in Long Beach ii 1987.
Teachers nominated 49 students for the honor. These students then answered
que3ions on motivation ild leadership through short essays and the winfler ssa.
se[eced.

I more attention because
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Rich Oesterheld was
named San Dieguito High
School ASB President.

Oesterlield plans to im
prove relations between
the students and faculty
members, and continue the
high standards that has
made SDH$ one of
“America’s finest
schools.” He is going to go
about doing this by listen-
ingto the students and try-
ing to change the problems
that face SDHS. “I want to
bririg about a better rela
tionship between student
and the faculty, to uphold
the high standards that
$DHS has displayed in
years past, and most im
portantly, I wantto make
school the most fun ex
perience possible. I will
listen to voice of the
students and if necessary,
attempt to bring about
changes in controversial
issues.”

Stephanie Farnsworth
was named San Dieguito
High School ASB Vice-
President. Farnsworth
wants to be more involved
with people from the stu
dent body, and not just ASB
and Leadership classes.
Improving Homecoming
and the Nominating Con-
vention are both important
items for next year. “I plan
to be more involved with
people from the student
body and not just ASB and
Leadership classes. In ad-
dition, I want to do a good
job on Homecoming , like
Christine Rhatigan, and
also help put on a great
Nominating Convention.”

Rachael Lackey, the new
A.S.B. Secretary, feels she
can handle the new re
quirements of her new posi
tion. “This job will be dif

ferent than my last job
(Commissioner of.
Assemblies.) But, having
that experience helps. I
think I can do the best job
as Secretary.” Involved in
other school clubs, as well
as showing her leadership
qualities in them, one ex
ample currently being co
president in the Key Club,
she feels sure of herself as
she fills her new appoint-
ment.

“I think it twill be ftjj
standing up for the school’s
rights,” stated Shelley
Peterson before being
elected the School Board
Representative. Peterson
also believes that she is
very familiar with the job
because her friend and
campaign manager is the
current School Board
Representative. “I’m
outgoing and I know what
my job consists of and I
think that I can do the job
very well, I’m also active
in clubs and I can voice the
schools opinion very well,
I’m also active in clubs and
I can voice the schools opi
nion very well,” Corn-
mented Peterson who
wanted to make sure that
the students ideas are
heard.

Troy Shadian is a compe
tent member of San
Dieguito’s student body
and as a result of support
from his peers, feels that he
can more than adequately
carry out the duties of ASB.
treasurer. In the coming
year he hopes to, “make a
generous amount of funds
for school improvement.”

Evin Grensted-(COM
MISSIONER OF CLUBS)
No one else is better for the
job!!!!

Brian Fluhr was named
Sa’n Dieguito High School
Commissioner of Social
Climate. Fluhr wants to
promote school spirit. He
wants to try and get more
people to attend activities
other than football. ‘ ‘I am
going to advertise school
sponsored events to try and
raise the level of school
spirit. I want to get more
people involved in sports
such as basketball, soccer,
wrestling, ect. Not enough
people are attending these
events.”

Jeff Zevely, the new
Commissioner of Athletics,
feels he can do many things
for athletics, “Because of
my experience in basket-
ball and in volleyball, I’m
well connected with
athletics at San Dieguito.”
Stated Zevely.

here at San Diegmto. One
of the things I want to do is
show the work of the art

. students so they can be
recognized for their work.

.

Another thing I would like
to do is bring back the “bir
thday board” for the
students. she said. She also
said that she feels she can
do the. job the best. ‘I’ll try
my hardest to do a good
job,” she commented.

“I want to get alot more
of the students to go to the
assemblies and to get
students to become more
active in school and school
activities” said the recent-

ly elected Commissioner of
Assemblies, J.J. Jagers,
who would also like to
make the community more
aware of problems like
drunk driving and drugs.
“I know the job takes alot
of dedication, and I feel I
can do the job because I am
dedicated. I’m very
organized and I also have
alot of ideas,” commented
Jagers.

Kellie Rich-(COMMIS
SIONER OF PUBLICITY)
“I’m willing to spend the
time and effort it takes to
do a superior job. My
ultimate goal is to inform
everybody of upcoming
events.

Rob Nagpal is a spirited
member of San Dieguito’s
student body and hopes
that in the coming year
students will become more
involved in smooth running
elections. In addition, he
hopes that by doing this
students will begin to take
more interest in exactly
what they are voting on.

Gwen Dreyer, the newly
elêcted Commissioner of
Academics, feels secure in
her new position. “1
understand what the job re
quires,” she said. “I’ll try
to do everything possible to
help the students.” Being
an honors student and in-j
volved with various clubs
and organizations at San
Dieguito, she has shown
her leadership abilities.
She is confident and very
happy to serve in her new
post.

Officers Elected

Kristen Scanlan, the new
Commissioner of Arts,
would like to do new things
for the school. “I’d like to
show the talent we have

HIGH-TECH DOESN’T GET
MUCH HIGHER THAN THIS.

Today’s Army is high-tech alt the way, from the ground up. If
you’re fascinated by satellite systems, you can actually learn to operate
or repair the equipment that “speaks” to these satellites.

High-tech communications is just one of many advanced hetds
available for Army training. There are also skills in areas like air
defense, armor, or avionics. Using equipment that utilizes lasers,
computers, radar, or sophisticated electronics.

The future belongs to people with high-tech knowledge. And
the Army’s a great place to get it. To see what you qualify ior, contact
()Uf local Army Recruiter.

DONELL POWELL
STAFF SERGEANT

U. S. ARMY RECRUITER

U. S. ARMY RECRUITING STATION

1 23 1 SOUTH HILL STREET
OCEANSIDE. CALIFORNIA 92056

OFFICE PHONE (619) 722-1678
HOME PHONE (619) 967-0762

ARMY. BEALLVOU CAN BE.
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By Bob Laws
George Maldonado
Chase White

The University of
California at Santa Cruz,
being a well-known institu
tion of higher learning, is
not a place where one
would expect to find people
deliberately destroying
their minds. But this is just
what we found.

The five of us, on a trip to
UcSC, where we expected
to tour the campus and
decide whether we want to
attend, found instead, in

. this sleepy college tucked
in the stately Northern
California redwoods, a
perverse reincarnation of
the ‘ ‘hippie days”. Not the
“peace, love, and hap-
piness” for which the era
was admired, but a weird,
cuitlike society of
“deadheads” and continual
“trippers”.

The most outwardly vis
ible sign of this was the
dress of many of the
students there. Long hair,
tye-dyes, and even more
anti-government, anti-
society slogans plastered
on any available space
than at the average college
today. By the estimation of
the friend we visited while
there, over half the student
body regularly take
hallucinogenics , and the
percentage rises in his dor
mitory. The counselor in
charge of his, and the
neighboring dorms knew,
and sometimes par-
ticipated in their “trips”.
We got the impression that
the administration condon
ed the use, and was certain-
ly not unaware of it.

These were the most ob
vious similarities. But
somehow we knew on the
way home from that place
that we had stumbled on
something more than a few

misplaced “deadheads”.
The eight students from

our friend’s dorm that we
interacted with during our
two day stay were very in-
telligent, and very confi
dent of this fact. They also
seemed very amibitous,
constantly talking about
“changing the world”,
though never discussing
how. They also shared a
hatred of television, the
values portrayed by it, and
its massive effect on socie
ty. Most significantly, they
all talked about the
“deadheads”, • who were
there • at the university
before them.

For the duration of our
stay we felt that somehow
they were playing with us,
observing us. Maybe small-
time mind-control. One
problem that we all had
was that although we all
shared this feeling, we
couldn’t pinpoint exactly
what we felt. Another was
that we found ourselves
constantly bickering, and
them kind of watching us.

One guy that was always
hanging around the dorm
lured us into a tour of his
place, promising us a “trip-
py” picture, that we would
really “dig”. On his wall
were drawings by Salvador
Dahli, large tye-dies, and a
three dimensional
hologram poster. The
poster depicted an angel
playing in pond, and an up-
side down cross. Obvious
implications. As we stood
marvelling at the poster,
he asked that one of us flip
a switch on the wall. With
the flip of the switch a pro-
jection of a guy surfing a
coke bottle with the slogan
“Catch the wave” ap
peared. Remember that
book and TV movie “The
Wave”? More implica
tions.

On the way home, we
argued about our ex
perience, trying to make
sense of it. One of our group
went so far as to suggest
that the people we met at
UCSC were part of an inter-
national conspiracy of
sorts. Although we laughed
at the time, dismissing his
ideas as ridiculous, we
would later come to
suspect the validity of his
statements. The questions
we were posing to
ourselves and to each other
would remain unanswered
until two days later, when
we had a meeting with fate.

The mother of an old
friend of ours, who
overheard one of our
speculative and emotional
discussions, interjected,
“Hey ! That sounds like
what my son is into!”
Needless to say, we press-
ed her for more informa
tion.

She told us that what her
son was into was kind of a
continuation of the 60’s
revolution. That it was
rekindled by “deadheads”,
and that they advocated
“peace through
hallucinogenics” That is
was about mind control,
white (as opposed to black)
magic, and something call-.
ed the “force”. Unfor
tunately, her son couldn’t
be reached to discuss it.
He’s squatting somewhere
in Houston.

Although this new infor
mation seemed to answer
some questions, in fact it
raised more. Was our
friend right? Is there really
a “deadhead conspiracy”?
Or was it all an invention of
our hypersentitive im
aginations? Only time, and
an interview with our
friend in Houston, will tell.
Look for a follow-up.

%% I$l•l ‘Ll
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80’s hippie revivaltakes nasty twist

Santa! Listen
—

A funny bone to pick

By Dan Lindstrom
I decided to do something

special this Christmas for
anyone out there reading
this column. I bought you
all presents . . . but alas,
they were stolen (along
with my new pen-refer to
last issue’s column). Now
I’m out a good three
dollars. I*guess some peo
pie just don’t like paying
for their own lx of Win-
che1Ps day-old, jelly
doughnuts. They make
such grea.t stocking stuf
fers, too Well if anyone out
there is still reading this I

*ght as well gct on wiU it
and finish off this column
for 1986.

Do you know what I want
the most for Christmas? A
tape deckfor my ear. Right
now all xzy radio rev.eive
is a coun:try music station,
a “music of the seventies”
station, and one of those
“the word of Jesus” pro-
grams. I suppose these
shows are all broadcast

beiise someone listens to
them, but I do not like to
count myself as a fan. A
tape deck would a.low me
to choose my own music in
stead of trying to decide
between “She Wore
Snakeskin Boots” and the
Bee Gees’ greatest hits.
Santa, if you have a shred
of decency .

Do you know what I want
the least for Christmas? A
new pair of underwear.
Notht;g spoils a Christmas
morning lie opening a
beautifully wrapped gift to
find some Fnu$.4 tiy
Loom staring you in the
face. Christina. ; S is for plea-
sauL and:often
gifts, not underwear,
something you buy on a hot
summer day when your
washing machine has
broken down.

We.I, either way, I’m
glad that when Christmas
comes ft brings with it a
two week vacation from
school. Merry Chrtms.

t)Uflt:flJ TflL’ ;icce5Q7ies (iTid ‘Fine if

;iqq ?S
‘

San Dieguito
TROPHY

1540 Eijpinitas Blvd.
Encinitas, alifornia 92024

(619) 942-3021 1986 Nissan Sentra donated - Fent Allen, owner of Team Nissan, hands keys to
Lucien Bonnafoux and Roger Taylor. The car can’t be driven and belongs to th
auto shop. The car will be used to simulate problems with a car and it will be
up to the students to fix it.
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‘ ‘Mistletoe”

By John Steckert
Mistletoe : a dark-leaved

plant with white berries.
Seemingly harmless. But if•
you are caught underneath
it beware ! For then a kiss
is bestowed upon you by. anyone who sees you stan-
ding under it. And that
could lead to trouble if it is
somebody else’s boyfriend
or girlfriend who slaps you
the kiss? So then, you may
ask, where did we get this
tradition that so endangers
our lives?

The association of
mistletoe with • Christmas
goes back to the days whenGreat

Britain was ruled by
the Celts. The high Celtic
priests considered the
plant sacred, believing it
had magic powers. They
gave it to the tribal
members to use as lucky
charms, to ward away evil
spirits. Due to its supposed

tw Christmas Carol”

Fy John Steckert
The Christmas Carol

ffi:jjstm..as wouldn’t b••e
Qfl:La jj3QI4 them.
i Songalike”SilentNight”
‘and {I5j: Bells,”
delig*d :fltn youngand old, aU through theyears. Yet, Wh&e: dM we
getth.zawe:aUbow

sowell? ::

:j The origin of the

“thaumaturgic” powers,
the Celts used it in all of
their festivals and
decorated their houses with
it. It was no wonder that
they used it for Christmas.

But the “kissing” part of
it did not come from the
Celts. No, it came from
their Viking neighbors
across the sea, in Scan-
dthavia. As legends have it,
the goddess Frigga (the
equivalent of the Roman
goddess Venus) gave her
son Baldar (equivalent to
the Roman god Apollo) a
charm that would protect
him from anything that
sprang from the four basic
elements — fire, water, air
and earth. But the evil
spirit of Loki came across
mistletoe, which did not
grow from any of these
elements. He formed it into
an arrow and launched it at

Christn.as Carol can. be

found in Ancient Greece,
düthg the golden years of
Aflens. For thefr festivals
and celebrations, the
Greeks created a dance
called. tie “throraieth.” It
wn accvmpanled Iy fkte
mimic a4 singkg. It was
from there t the word
“Carol” was added to the

But Greece was only the
birthplace of the word

the seemingly invincible
Baldar. The arrow struck
Baldar to the ground. As he
laid on the ground, his
mother hovered over him,
her tears forming the white
berries found on mistletoe.
The gods heard her weep-
ing and restored Baldar to
life. From then on Frigga
declared the mistletoe
would not be used as an in-
strument of mischief.
Frigga, grateful for the
return of her son, is said to
bestow a kiss upon anyone
who shall pass under the
Mistletoe. Hence the
custom.

So now you know the
reason why someone you
never met may cOme up
and kiss you and someone
else you never met will
punch your lights out.

“caroL” 11w first actualcrisu—nas cml to be sunsupposedy was heard just
outside at BethIhem. ty
the shherth who tended
their sheep in the fields
there! fJ3. 504:. flS, ofcourse, “Hark the Herald
:fl$jflgfl.7 occon
was the praism:. .g and re
jowmg of the birth of Jesus
Christ.

The

By John Steckert
The Christmas Tree : A

Christmas tradition almost
as important as Santa
Claus. Without the
Christmas tree where
would we put the presents?
Surely the idea wasn’t from
some lumberjack-type who
suddenly got the inspira
tion to grow a tree in the
middle of his livingroom.

In actuality, the
Christmas tree was started
in medieval Germany. It
was developed from the
“Paradise Tree,” an
evergreen decorated with
apples and used in a
popular play about the first
couple, Adam and Eve.

By 1650, many German
families decorated their
homes with their own
“Paradise Trees.” They
trimmed their trees with a
variety of fruits, nuts,
lighted candles, and paper
roses. Later they used
painted eggshells, cookies,
and candies to decorate the
trees. £

The first Christmas trees
in America appeared in the
German settlements of
Pennsylvania during the
mid-l800’s. Bright or-
naments, candy canes and
tinsel began to be used as
decorations for the tree.
Even a star, signifying the
star that led the wise men
to the stable at Bethlehem,
was seen, perched high
atop the tree. It was the
first example of the
Christmas tree as we know
it today.

history
By John Steckert

Well it’s that time of year
again. Time to “deck the
halls,” mail those letters to
Santa, and break out the
old Christmas carol
records. But as you nurse
your sore feet, which have
no feeling in them because
you’ve spent your day go-
ing into 9,000 stores looking
for an item your brother or
sister “just can’t live
without,” you may begin to
wonder where we got this
festive holiday.

Although Christmas

By John Steckert
Am yes, the Christmas

card. That old past time of
sending a message of good
cheer to your loved ones,
your friends, and those you
have neglected to write to
during the past year.

The honor of creating the
first card is bestowed upon
an Englishman, John
Calcott Horsley. He was a

royal illustrator, and in

1843, was asked by

aristocrat Sir Henery Cole

to design a card to send in
place of the traditional Ch

ristmas letter, which Cole

didn’t have time to write.

Calcott complied, and pro-
duced the first Christmas

card. On its cover was the
picture of a large family
enjoying a Christmas

Decemt

ol
comes ft
“Christes
ing Mass
first ob
Romans I
customai
have a la
the end a
ing Satu

Christmas Tree”

“The Christmas Card”
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om the English
messe,” mean-

of Christ, it was
served by the
1 336 A.D. It was

I for them to
ge celebration at
the year honor-

•n, the god of

Harvest, and Mithras, the
god of Light. When the
Romans formally adopted
Christianity as their
religion, Christmas
became the most impor

tant religious festival
throughout Europe.

Christmas has changed
since those early days. We
now celebrate it by, not
worshiping a Harvest god,
but with decorated trees
and strung up mistletoe,
Christmas cards and
carols, and the ever
popular visit by Saint
Nicholas.

celebration. The message
on it read: “Merry
Christmas and a Happy
New Year to You.” Calcott
sold 1,000 lithograph copies
of his card, and even sent a
few to his friends.

The craft of card-making
and sending spread
throughout Great Britain
and eventually reached
America, not in the form of
an Englishman, but a Ger
man, Louis Prang. In 1875,
he produced the first
Christmas card in
America, but not to send it.
No, he made it arouse a
creative impulse in the
students taking his art
class. So the next time you
find yourself writing
Christmas cards, you’ll
know who to blame for the
writer’s cramp.

z:z

“Hanukkah”

ByRIkMOrg
It is the Feast of Dedica

tion. It lasts eight days. It
beganinl6SBC.Itismthe
month of December. Only
one holiday on our current
day calendar fits this
description, Hanukkah.

Hanukkah (also written
Hanukkah or Chanukah) is
the Hebrew word meaning
dedication.

The Maccabees, the
name of an international
fraternal society, hold the
Apocryphal books which
tell the story of Hanukkah.
It tells of the three-year
struggle between the Jews
in Judea and the Syrian
tyrant Ahtiochus Iv, with
the Jews defeating An-
tiochus in 165 B.C. After
their victory, the Jews held
festivities in the Temple in
Jerusalem, rededicating it
to god. They began to clean
the temple of Syrian idols
only to find one small cruse
of oil to light their holy
lamps. They made the oil
last eight days. The Jewish
leader, Judah Maccabee,
proclaimed a festival to be
observed by Jews, the
festival known today as
Hanukkah.

Jewish families today
celebrate Hanukkah by
lighting a special
candelabrum called a
“menorah.” The typical
shape of a menorah has
four candle holders on each
side of a higher center por
tion where the Shammash
sits. The Shammash is the
center candle that lights all
the other candles. Each
night, one candle will be lit.

To some, Hanukkah is
just another day on the
calendar. To others, it
means freedom.

“Santa Claus”

By John Steckert
“His eyes - how they

twinkled! His dimples how
merry ! His cheeks were
like roses, his nose like a
cherry. His droll little
mouth was drawn up like a
bow, and the beard of his
chin was as white as snow.
He had a broad face and a
little round belly, that
shook, when he laughed,
like a bowl full of jelly.”
This is the picture that we
have painted of the patron
saint of children, Saint
Nicholas or, as he is known
by children everywhere,
Santa Claus. But just
where did we get this jolly
old elf, all clad in red, who
flies in a sleigh pulled by
nine reindeer (we mustn’t
forget Rudolph) delivering,
once a year, presents to
good little girls and boys
and coal to those who
weren’t so good?

The legend surrounding
Santa Claus came to

By Andy Roach and
Susan Duke

‘What is most important
to you about Christmas?”
That is the question we pos
ed to San Dieguito students
and staff. On the surface
some comments may ap
pear more significant than
others. However, rather
than judging these
statements as people’s
philosophy or values, ac
cept them for their worth
and consider what you
would say.

Matt Banks (grade 11) -

, “Presents; no just
relatives and vacation.”

.
Kristin Edward (grade

‘ 12) - “A tall Christmas
tree. We just put a 14 foot
Christmas tree up in our
house. I love the
‘Christmasy’ smell.”

Lance Hetherington

.

(grade 12) - “Getting out of
school, being with my fami

ly, waking up Christmas
morning.”

Roz Light (grade 11) -

“Being around good
friends and family.”

Lois Delanty (secretary)
-

“What it represents. Peo
pie forget that. I think of
children at Christmas.”

Rich Kelso (administra
tion) - “Getting together
with family; brothers,

‘sisters, aunts, and uncles

i from around the country.”

America via the Dutch.
Santa was tall, slender and
very dignified. He wore a
broad-brimmed Dutch hat,
under which flowed his
short brown hair, and was
clad in baggy breeches. In
1863, Thomas Nast drew a
picture of Santa as a jolly
old man with a white
beard, the first picture of
the Santa of nowadays.

And the reindeer?
Legend has it that Santa

Charles Maclntyre
(teacher) - “My family and
all the loot I’m going to
get. Lots of football games,
too.”

Merideth Bilodeau
(grade 12) - “I’m a
scrooge. I don’t even like
Christmas. The most im
portant thing is New Year’s
- a week later.”

Kalei Alexander (grade
12) - “I love Christias. All
the parties. The relaxation
from being off school. No
homework!”

Alicia Pryor (grade 11) -

“Presents, especially
clothes and money!”

Anne Barney (grade 11) -

“Being with my family.”
David Lowenkron

(teacher) - “That people
would take time out and
think about what’s really
important and act accor
dingly the rest of the year.”

Kristen Schartz (grade
12) - “I like getting
together with all my
friends and family. I like

was once late in getting his
presents out, so his forest
friends gathered nine
reindeer to pull his sleigh.
Yet, as fast as the reindeer
were, they couldn’t beat
the overpowering essence
of sleep. When they arrived
at the first house, the door
was locked. So Santa
climbed to the roof and slid
down the chimney, hence
the tradition. When he had
entered the house he looked
for somewhere to place his
gifts. It so happened that
the children had left their
stockings out to dry, the
perfect place for a little
surprise. And that is why
every Christmas “the
stockings are hung by the
children with care.”

After delivering the last
of his gifts, Santa returned
the reindeer to the forest.
But he was so pleased that
he asked if he could use
them again. He was allow-
ed to, but only once a year,
on Christmas Eve.

seeing everybody happy
and smiling. I spent all my
money on other people.”

Todd Hunter (grade 12) -

“Spending time with my
family, and celebrating the
arrival of Christ.”

Rita Thomas (staff) -

“Love - everybody shows
their love at that time.”

the holidays
Page 5
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in search of...
Christmas’ meaning

Hector Martinez
(teacher) - “My religious
holiday, being with all my
family, and a time to relax
from all the pressure.”

Terry Hendlin (teacher)
- “Trying to trick Yogi into
going to sleep so he won’t
wait up for Santa.
Decorating the Christmas
tree.”
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The history of the holidays

Christmas tree was started
in medieval Germany. It
was developed from the
“Paradise Tree,” an
evergreen decorated with
apples and used in a
popular play about the first
couple, Adam and Eve.

By 1650, many German
families decorated their
homes with their own
“Paradise Trees.” Theytrimmed

their trees with a
variety of fruits, nuts,
lighted candles, and paper
roses. Later they used
painted eggshells, cookies,
and candies to decorate the
trees.

The first Christmas trees
in America appeared in the
German settlements of
Pennsylvania during the
mid-1800’s. Bright or-
naments, candy canes and
tinsel began to be used as
decorations for the tree.
Even a star, signifying the
star that led the wise men
to the stable at Bethlehem,
was seen, perched high
atop the tree. It was the
first example of the
Christmas tree as we know
it today.

By John Steckert
Well it’s that time of year

again. Time to “deck the
halls,” mail those letters to
Santa, and break out the

By John Steckert
Ah yes, the Christmas

card. That old past time of
sending a message of good
cheer to your loved ones,
your friends, and those you
have neglected to write to
during the past year.

The honor of creating the
first card is bestowed upon
an Englishman, John
Calcott Horsley. He was a
royal illustrator, and in
1843, was asked by
aristocrat Sir Henery Cole
to design a card to send in
place of the traditional Ch
ristmas letter, which Cole

didn’t have time to write.
Calcott complied, and pro-
duced the first Christmas

card. On its cover was the
picture of a large family
enjoying a Christmas

Harvest, and Mithras, the
god of Light. When the
Romans formally adopted
Christianity as their
religion, Christmas
became the most impor

Christmas and a Happy
New Year to You.” Calcott
sold 1,000 lithograph copies
of his card, and even sent a
few to his friends.

The craft of card-making
and sending spread
throughout Great Britain
and eventually reached
America, not in the form of
an Englishman, but a Ger
man, Louis Prang. In 1875,
he produced the first
Christmas card in
America, but not to send it.
No, he made it arouse a
creative impulse in the
students taking his art
class. So the next time you
find yourself writing
Christmas cards, you’ll
know who to blame for the
writer’s cramp.

“Hanukkah”

By RIkM Org
It is the Feast of Dedica

tion. It lasts eight days. It
began in 165 BC. It is in the
month of December. Only
one holiday on our current
day calendar fits this
description, Hanukkah.

Hanukkah (also written
Hanukkah or Chanukali) is
the Hebrew word meaning
dedication.

The Maccabees, the
name of an international
fraternal society, hold the
Apocryphal books which
tell the story of Hanukkah.
It tells of the three-year
struggle between the Jews
in Judea and the Syrian
tyrant Ahtiochus Iv, with
the Jews defeating An-
tiochus in 165 B.C. After
their victory, the Jews held
festivities in the Temple in
Jerusalem, rededicating it
to god. They began to clean
the temple of Syrian idols
only to find one small cruse
of oil to light their holy
lamps. They made the oil
last eight days. The Jewish
leader, Judah Maccabee,
proclaimed a festival to be
observed by Jews, the
festival known today as
Hanukkah.

Jewish families today
celebrate Hanukkah by
lighting a special
candelabrum called a
“menorah.” The typical
shape of a menorah has
four candle holders on each
side of a higher center por
tion where the Shammash
sits. The Shammash is the
center candle that lights all
the other candles. Each
night, one candle will be lit.

To some, Hanukkah is
just another day on the
calendar. To others, it
means freedom.

comes from the English
“Christes messe,” mean-
ing Mass of Christ, it was
first observed by the

old Christmas carol Romans in 336 A.D. It was

records. But as you nurse customal7 for them to

your sore feet, which have have a large celebration at tant religious festival

no feeling in them because the end of the year honor- throughout Europe.
ing Saturn, the god of Christmas has changed

since those early days. We
you’ve spent your day go-
ing into 9,000 stores looking
for an item your brother or
sister “just can’t live
without,” you may begin to
wonder where we got this
festive holiday.

Although Christmas

now celebrate it by, not
worshiping a Harvest god,
but with decorated trees
and strung up mistletoe,
Christmas cards and
carols, and the ever
popular visit by Saint
Nicholas.

Christmas Tree”

By John Steckert
The Christmas Tree : A

Christmas tradition almost
as important as Santa
Claus. Without the
Christmas tree where
would we put the presents?
Surely the idea wasn’t from
some lumberjack-type who
suddenly got the inspira
tion to grow a tree in the
middle of his livingroom.

In actuality, the

C

f
Ii

fi

C

g
a
V

S

t
9
C

C

I
C

t

I
C

C

“The Christmas Card”

celebration. The message
on it read: “Merry
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By George Maldonado
A soft powdery snow fans

outward as you make a
hard left turn around a
mogul and head into knee-
high powder.

This is every skiing
buff’s dream, and ideal
conditions. Ski season is
upon us with the ctiiung of
winter. Soon the mountain
sides in the large ski parks
will be littered with tourists
and avid skiers.

For the average
students, when these
beautiful images come to
mind, the cost is not
thought of. Financial mat-
ters usually are not a con-
cern. But as many of us will
soon find ourselves
graduating and moving
out, the expenses of skiing
may become a shock.

The top resorts we would
have in mind to go to are

Vail, Steam Boat and
Mammath to name a few.
These are quite a distance
away. That brings the first
expense : transportation
which can vary from bus
fare $129 to Vail, air fare
$288-358 to Vail, or just
simply gas for your own
transportation.

Renting skis can range
from $12 a day to $27. If you
bought your own skis, a
pair of Rosgnol skis may
cost $239.52 and up without
the boots and bindings.

Once at the slopes, lift
tickets can run from $23
and up. Lodging can vary
from a hotel room to a con-
do, which usually have
about a year waiting list.

A perfect ski season may
have to end early for some
because of the expense. So
plan your trip early and
save your money.

SD soccer suffers loss

... I

By Chris Lieber
Despite having nine

returning players, Dave
Connell, Doug Fox, Lance
Henie, Chad Kline, Paul
Kubilus, Derek Marks, Dan
Sorenson, James Stan-
baugh and Paul Testa, the
boys’ Varsity soccer team
was handed a 2-0 loss by the
San Marcos Knights on
Dec. 5 at San Marcos.

According to junior Doug
Fox, the players were very
individualistic. “To sum it
up, we weren’t playing like
a team,” he said.

Nervousness was
another factor in the tough
defeat. “We played ner
vous. For many of the
players. it was their first
Varsity game,” said junior
Dave Connell. “They made
mistakes that they
wouldn’t normally make if
they were relaxed.”

The Varsity soccer team
has high hopes for this
season. “Our players need
to hold together more.
Once we do that, I think we
will do real good,” said
Connell.

By Erika Leigh Miller
The San Dieguito girls

Varsity soccer team has
begun its season with one
win, two losses and one tie.

$o far, three key players
have been Kathy Conklin,
Kern Conklin and Dana
Street. This year’s team
shows much physical
strength. However, they
lack much experience with
only four seniors return-
ing. Says senior $eana
Smith, “I think it’ll be a
hard upward battle. We’ve
got a new coach and we
also have a few new
players who don’t know
how competitive the
Palomar League really is.”

It should be a tough road
for the Mustangs, but if
they live up to their full
potential, they’ll do ex
tremely well.

The team will enter the
San Pasqual Tournament
on Dec. 26, at San Pasqual.

SkiIng cost
climbs high

I

Whether you have a small,
medium or large student body
take it to Penguin’s Place1M for
a small, medium or large )
frozen yogurt.

Penguin’s is less
than /2 the calories
of ice cream, with
the same great
taste and rich

delicious flavors. fmm Dutch
Chocolate tO Banana. And ycu
can top it off with anything
From berries to Butterfingers,

So treat your
student body to

Penguin’s soon.
No m.ater
what size
it is.

t —

I HEADQUARTERS £‘

THE COMPLETE FISHING STORE

Escondido • 1700 E Valley Parkway • (619) 489-2934

Encinitas • 1281 Encinitas Blvd • (619) 944-0867

flF0RJ I 2 FORT’
Penguin’s love large yogurt. But

travel in pairs. So to keep Penguin’s

I you spring for the from becoming
first,and we’ll treat an endangered
you to the second. species, only one
Small, medium or • coupon per customer.

I VERYICALORIE FROZEN YOGURT
II__

____

4 Store Address Here. xres:
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to
By Peter LaFrance

The San Dieguito Boys
Varsity Basketball team
started the 1986-87 season
with four games in the first
week of play.

The San Diegmto home
opener was on Dec. 2,
against the Escondido
Cougars. The Mustangs

-.,;
were in a see-saw battle for
most of the game and at
one point fell behind by
eight points. They closed

: the gap and tied the game
I_ with just under a minute

: remaining.
The Cougars had the ball

with seven seconds left and
the score was tied 46-46
when they threw the ball
away. Jack Minger receiv
ed the ball at half court and
passed it to Paul Chan who
hit a 10 foot jump shot as
the buzzer sounded. The

Mustangs squeaked by the
Cougars 48-46.

Over the weekend San
Dieguito participated in the
eleventh annual Mt. Helix
Tournament.

The first game was
against Mt. Miguel on
Wednesday, Dec. 3, and it
was another close game,
but the Mustangs came up
short 36-35.

On Friday, San Dieguito
boiiflCed back and basted
to a victory ever the host
team Helix 64-61. Seniors
Paul Chan and Chris Bahr
pacedthe Mustangs to vie-
tory with a combined 31
points. “We played some
good ball, we worked hard,
and I’m pleased with our
record so far,” said senior
forward Chris Bahr.

Saturday was the final

off

night of the Tournament
and San Dieguito outscored
Granite Hills, 18-12, in the
fourth quarter to make the
difference in a game that
was tied for most of the
first three periods. “We
didn’t play as well as we
could have, but overall I’m
pleased with our team ef
fort,” said senior guard
Shawn Caster. Paul Chan
led all scorers with 19
points; Jack Minger had

15. “We surprised some
people this week with our
intensity and we played
well as a team,” said junior
foward Jack Minger.

The Mustangs record
stands at 3-1 and they will
be looking to improve that
record on Saturday, Dec.
12, when they face Mission
Bay at San Dieguito.

By Roman W. Koenig
“Jeff has amazing

strength for his weight
class. He is a very ex
perienced wrestler,” says
wrestling coach Ed Wi].ey
about senior Jeff Penacho,
who has been selected as
one of the Mustang’s
Athletic Achievers for this
issue.

Penacho has been a
wrestler at San Dieguito
High School since his
freshman year and, along
with senior Erik Heipt, is
also a captain for the team.

‘ ‘Usually, you don’t come
into the wrestling scene
and have the moves needed
for wrestling already in

By WendyPickeft
San Dieguitö High School

senior Kern Conklin was
“player of the game” for
the Nov. 29 game against
Falibrook. Conklin plays
defensive sweeper on the
girl’s Varsity soccer team.

She was successful in the
first game of the season
which was a non-league
tournament. “She did a
good job directing the

matches and losing 11 in his
freshman year, to winning
17 and losing 12 in his
sophomore year, to winn
ing 24 matches and losing
14 in his junior year. So far
this year, he has already
won three matches and on-
ly lost one.

defefise”sui1
COacliDave

Emmerson.
The score of the game

was tied 0-0. Conklin held
most of the responsibility
of communication between
team members.

“It was difficult because
the halfbacks were pushing
up, causing a lot of offen
sive pressure,” said Con-
kim, who looks forward to a
good season.

Mustang Athletic
Standouts

‘1 rcj

.J f .,

The San Dieguito Surf Team, sponsored by
hard in preparation for their next meet.

the Clothing Cantina, is working

BBoys’
“fast

-bail
break”

your head, it takes time to
Jeff Penacho

know just the right time for
the right move. That’s
what makes Jeff a good
wrestler, he has ex
perience,” says Wiley.

Within these past four
years Penacho has gained
the reputation for being a
truly excellent wrestler,

going from winning se’ien

The SATcourse
thatpasses

the test.
The SAT is a crucial exam. So give it your best shot.

Six weeks with us now can make a big difference in
where you spend your next four years.

HAPPY
HOLIDAYS!

The
Reading
Game

. Individualized instruction,
maximum of 3 students
per class.

. Talk to our students,
they tell our story best.

We’ve got learning down to a science.

. CALL 481-8101
380 Stevens Ave. , Suite 215, Solana Beach

(Across from Earl Warren Jr. High)
An Independently Owned Franchise

Tern Zimmerman — Director

Encyclopedia Britannica Learning Centers
© 1985 AMERICAN LEARNING CORPORATION

Great News)

Wiegand Plaza
1 10 El Camino Peal • Encthltas, CA 92024

(619) 942-9968

MORE“ TRM JUST A GIFI’ $HOP
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It took seven days to make the world according to the
Bible, and now with the push of a button, it can be
demolished in less than an hour. It seems as though the
world is a powder keg with its fuse dangerously close to
being lit.

And as a solution to the problem, what does President
Reagan do? He attempts to “partially” disarm the United
States. Does this make sense? How can the instigation of
such a policy that operates on the same principle as
“partial pregnancy” help the United States?

Billions upon billions of dollars are spent each year to
maintain a balance of power. It is a race between two of
the most powerful countries and the trophy is destructon.
We are enemies debating whether to annihilate each other
and the human race.

It is understandable that the United States and Russia
are in a “you go first” situation where each wants to
protect its own interests and neither wants to “bite the
bullet.” But maybe it is time someone takes the chance to

make the first move. It is entirely possible to achieve
peace, but only II we can build up trust and not suspicion
between one another. But if we follow such a policy of
“partial disarmament,” we may end up in the same
position as the two characters portrayed in Dr. Seuss’
“The Zax,” both too stubborn to move to one side and let
the other pass. Even though they remained unbudged in
their tracks, the world revolved around them and
technology took its toll. if the constant clenched fists
(mainly nuclear arms) between countries continue, the
world wifi stifi revolve . .. but without us.

It is blatantly apparent that our modern-day society has
fallen the unfortunate victim to an evil and ruthless
monster which is threatening our very happiness and
reason for existence. This terrible monster, as he crushes
and chews away at our humanity, appears to be invinci
ble, and yet surprisingly enough, is openly praised and en-
couraged regardless of what we do and where we go. And
all that we, the future leaders of the world, can do is simp
ly watch as our fellow man becomes the prey of
materialism.

The dollar bill, which can easily be called the foundation
of lile and “the American dream,” is, more often than not,
the motive and reason behind every swindle and success
in our society. How often has the basis upon which you are
judged (or judge another) been on the materialistic
aspects of your life and lifestyle? In other words, has your
social credibility and popularity ever been based on the
clothes you wear or the size and location of your home?
Are these superficial areas of life actually thought to
reflect upon you as a person? We can only hope not, but
have unfortunately been proven wrong.

Now, as the holidays — “the time for giving” — ap
proach, we begin to see more and more of our population
falling victim to “the Scrooge Syndrome” — the false
belief that your love for another is displayed in the amount
which you have spent on their gilt(s). What has happened
to the true meaning of Christmas?

It has been degraded to a commercial three-ring circus
composed of net value, self-interest, and greed. Gone are
the days when the idea of the gilt was more important
than its value.

if we continue down this road which is paved with the il
lusion that money buys happiness, we are merely fooling
ourselves into believing that we have indeed attained true
happiness. It is now that we must put an end to our
materialistic habits and values so that we do not grow old
and empty, surrounded only by bills and loose change. if
life has passed us by, there is no figure with which we can
buy back the years we’ve let slip away.

Letters
to theEditor

Dear Editor,
“As of January first

cancer court will be
closed” I’m sure all
students have heard it
many times before. And
yes I’m an angry smoker
complaining. But it just
doesn’t make the least bit
of sense. Leo and Richard,
our wonderful campus
narcs have said that we can
go into the street and
smoke off campus. But this
develops another problem,
400 people standing in the
street. The next stop will be
to close campus, and if they
think were rebelling now,
just wait till then. Our
rights are almost com
pletely gone and we need to
fight for them. Otherwise
we may soon lose them all!

P.S. SAVE CANCER
COURT!

Sincerely,
Heather Madden

Dear Editor,
As members of the San

Dieguito High School
Theatre Department, we
wish to inform you of
something that greatly
grieved us as the cast of
“The Miracle Worker.”

The production ran for
four nights. The day after
the first performance,
some members of the
teachers’ conference took
it upon themselves to
disassemble the entire set.
They not only used our
props as bookrests, but
they removed a pump set-
up which had taken hours
to perfect as well. It took a
great amount of time to
restore the set to its
previous condition, and the
starting time for the play
nearly had to be postponed.

We believe an apology
from the people responsi
ble for this inconvenience
is in order.
Sincerely,

The STEAMED cast &
crew of

‘ ‘The Miracle Worker”
Dear Editor,

I am writing to you about
one of the main problems
people think we have here
at $an Dieguito. Drugs.

A lot of people are saying
that drugs are an everyday
problem here. I wish they
would look a little before
they speak. They treat the
problem as if they see peo
pie on something everyday.
It’s not like we come to
school all stoned or
something. I admit there
are a lot of drugs outside of
school, but not actually on
school grounds.

There may be one or two
people who find it
necessary to come to
school drugged up, but are
we to blame? Has anyone
ever stopped to think that
maybe all this talk about
drugs may actually make
drugs more tempting to
try? Stop and think.

Sincerely,
Clarissa Gonzales

I1

Cost corrupts
Christmas

Ho, Ho, Holocaust

Dear Editor,
The graphics arts equip-

ment and production at this
school is excellent. I have
learned many things by
taking Mr. Age’s class. Mr.
Age is a good teacher and
the students accomplish a
great deal. The equipment
accessible to the students is
astounding, and it is kept in
mint condition. Mr. Age
teaches the students with
hands-on experience, and
his patience makes him a
model teacher.
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Dear Editor:I’d
just like to

compliment everyone on a
good job of putting together
the Drug Assembly. I don’t
think that you can explain
to people why they
shouldn’t do drugs better
than having someone stand
up and tell you about the
problems that they have
had with drugs. Some of the
things that those guys said
were really pretty
shocking.

I • also think that the
people enjoyed hearing Bill
Cosby talk about drugs
because he is someone that
most people respect.

Overall, I think you guys
did a great job and I think
that you will make some
people think twice about
doing drugs.

Great job!
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