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By Shari Rae
“Young people in our

society are under great
pressure to experiment
with drugs.” This is the
opening sentence of the
Voluntary Drug Testing
Program pamphlet each
San Diegwto and Torrey
Pines athlete receives
when taking his or her
physical.

An athlete who wishes to
participate in this program
fills out an application and
returns it to his or her
coach. The date of the test
is given in a lottery-style
drawing. When a student’s
name is picked he or she is
contacted and asked to
Scripps Hospital, Encinitas
to take this test. Taking the
test is strictly voluntary; if
the student decides not to
take the test he or she can
withdraw from the pro-
gram at anytime.

The test costs $14 and is
provided by the PoAson
Laboratory at Scripps.
When a student goes to take
this test he or she has to br

By Rildd Org
Imagine yourself plann

ing something for two
months, then have it all go
down the drain like water.
Such a case has happened
to our school librarian,
Cathy Straitiff.

Straitiff has planned a
debate on giving aid to cen
tral America. She has plan-
ned on three groups to par-
ticipate in the debate. The
groups are : The United
States Administration, the
San Diego Interfaith Task
Force on Central America
($DITCA), and the Central
America Information
Center (CMC).

The SDITCA and the
CAIC are both involved in
helping the people in Cen
tral America.

About three weeks ago,
Straitiff phoned U.S. Con-

ing in the completed form
contained in the pamphlet
and a student I.D.

Darrin Brown, a football
player on the San Dieguito
Mustangs, was called to
take the drug test. Brown
could not go due to a lack of
time. A letter was sent to
Brown’s parents saying,
“We believe your. son may
have a problem with drugs
due to his reluctance to
come in to take the drug
test,” according to Brown.

This program is based on
helping parents notice a
drug problem their child
might have. This offers an
opportunity for parents to
bring the subject of drug
abuse out hi the open.

The results are not given
to the school in any case.
Sharing the results of the
test with any other person
is completely voh.ntary.

“This test is not designed
to get the hard-core user,
but to help the student with
a drug problem who wants
it,” says Ken James, San
Dieguito’s V.P.

gressman Ron Packard’s
office to see if one of his
aides would come to San
Dieguito High School and
participate in the debate. A
few days later, one of
Packard’s aides returned
Straitiff’s call. $traitiff
said that the aide spoke to
her in a rude manner and
said it was some kind of
scheme.

Yvonne Murchison,
Packard’s booking
manager, defended the
Congressman by saying, “I
can’t speak for the U.S. Ad-
ministration nor for the
President on Central
America.”

The debate is scheduled
for February 6 despite
Packard’s aids’ disap
proval about attending.
Everyone is welcome to at-
tend.

By Christie Photinos
John Goff, playing a

medley of songs on the
Scottish bagpipes, won first
prize ($50) at the San
Dieguito Talent Show on

Jan. 13. Goff has been play-
ing the bagpipes for three
years and recently ap
peared in a Rod Stewart
video with a bagpipe band.

The Ginger Keahi
Dancers won second prize
($35) with “A Little Bit of

Tahiti.” Susie Park, Jean-
nie Park, and Trudi
Morgan perform at several
functions including the Del
Mar Fair.

The $15 third prize went
to Stefanie Wayne. She
sang “The Greatest Love.”
Honorable Mentions were
Valarie McMullen and Bon
nie Porter. McMullen sang
“The Way We Were.”
Porter choreographed and
performed a dance routine

to “The Art of Noise.”
The competition con-

sisted of 16 acts including
comedians Paul Epstein
and Joe Sheffo, and juggler
Robert Hartman.

Judges were Rita
Thomas, Sandy Watson,
and Dave La Borde. The
talent show committee in-
eluded Dana Wilkerson,
Laura Walsh, Carrie
Rogge, Judy Biletnikoff,
and Tara Marvin.
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By Steve Ritea
$ometimes it’s harder to

talk to a parent or teacher
who

has grown up and

forgotten
about the

pressures and awkward-
ness of being young. And

other times, their advice is
not available because they
either can’t be found or just
don’t seem to care. But a
division of the new Student
Asisstance Services pro-
gram at San Dieguito now
makes it possible for
students

to help other
students, rather than face
the possible discomfort of
talking with an adult.

In the group, students
with chemical dependen
des, eating disorders,
pregnancy,

or rape can get
advice from other students.
Some members of the

group who have already
overcome their problems,
still attend meetings hop-
ing to help those who have

Learning
By Jenny Prunty

A course in ground and
flight training leading to

the privated pilot’s license
will be offered to young
adults 151/2 to 20 years old
by the Aviation Explorer
Post 1011.

“This is the real
: McCoy,” said Red Taylor,

Explorer Post 1011 advisor.
“The students will actually
be flying.”

“We• teach at the ground

The group meets on Mon
days and Thursdays during
lunch and the first part of
period 5 from 11 :40 t. 12:20.
The purpose for holding
these meetings during
Lunch is so that certain
students who need help will
have an escape from the
pressures put on them by
their drug-using friends.
There are 14 students cur-
rently involved here at San
Dieguito. Of the 30 par-
ticipating at Sunset, all
have regained sobriety ex
cept four who are still try-
ing.

According to advisor
Johnna Helm, all names
and everything discussed
are confidential. Students
interested will be excused
from the first part of period
5. The group meets in Con-
ference Room “B” in the
Counseling Office, and
meetings will be listed in
the bulletin each week.

how to fly
school itself. The student
must complete a written
test given by the Aviation
administration,” said
Taylor.

The students will have to
pay for the cost of
materials, texts, and
uniform and a one dollar a
month fee. Students do not
have to have a driver’s
license to take the course.

Interested students may
sign upat.Career center

By Roman W. Koenig
and Monica I. Tay

On January 13, a floures
cent orange ball was seen
flying past the 30’s building
during second period. No, it
wasn’t a hallucination; it
was part of an Honors
Physics project assigned
by teacher Henry Herms.

“The assignment was to
try and shoot an object of
about 30 grams as far as
they could by use of an ap
paratus they created,”
stated Herms.

The apparatus: a
catapult.
,, The main idea was to
give them something to ap
ply concepts that they had

An undercover police of-
ficer led the arrest of 18
Orange Glen High School
students on Wed. Jan. 21.
She had been posing as a
student there since
September.

* * *
SDHS was recently

honored for receiving four
state awards for achiev
ements in the math section
of the California Assess-
ment Program (CAP) test;
specifically, ranking in the
top 5 per.ent of similar
schools in having the
highest number of correct
scores, having the greatest
number of seniors in the
top 25 percent, showing the
greatest improvement in
correct scores and showing
the greatest increase in the
number of students scoring
in the top 25 percent.

* * *
Chris Ahrens, editor of

the surfing magazine
“Breakout,” will conduct a

The students par-
ticipated in groups of two,
and had many fears about
the project. “I thought that
I wouldn’t make it right,”
claimed David Schuster.
“Then if I did make it right,
it would be the laughing
stock of, the class, it would
break right before I have to
use it.”

Schuster’s invention pro-
ved to be successful, and he
called it the “Pekter 2000;
for a new dimension of
violence in childrens toys.”

Where did children’s toys

nine-week class titled,
“Writing: What a Way to
Make a Living,” beginning
Jan. 29, from 6:30-9:30 p.m.
in room 72 at SDHS.

* * *
After several days of try-

thg to load student-made
bridges until they collapse,
Karin Harrold was deter-
mined the winner. Her
bridge held 54 pounds of
weight before crashing to
the concrete floor of the
ampitheater on Friday,
Jan. 16.

Cindy Green placed Se-
cond and Erik
Grochowiak’s bridge plac
ed third in the contest
which began with bridge
building in October as part
of the project physics
classes taught by John
Close and George Stimson.

* * *
San Dieguito Senior Scott

Fleming was voted “Most
Valuable Staff Member”
by the cast and crew of the
television show “San

come in? Herms also re
quired that the lab report
be cleverly disguised as
anything but a lab report.
Therefore, labs were quite
diverse, ranging from
Schuster’s “Pelter 2000” to
the “The Ratapult,”
created by Devin Absher.

Not all students prefer-
red to make catapults in-
stead of bridges. Jason
Holloway remarked,
“Bridges are more fun.
You can break them. With
a catapult, you shoot if off
twice and it’s over.”

“I’m going to keep mine
and use it again,” stated
Gary Painter. “It will
make a great water balloon
cannon.”

Dieguito”
“He really is a versatile

student,” said class ad-
visor Linda Kelly, noting
that Fleming worked on
every aspect of the show,
“camera work, editing,
everything,” she said.

* * *
The Accreditation Com

mittee selected to review
San Dieguito High School
and evaluate it according
to its function as a public
insitution, will be on cam-
pus Feb. 9, 10 and 11.

The eight members will
visit classrooms and meet
with students, faculty and
staff members to disucss
every aspect of school life.

The Committee will
prepare a report which will
be presented to the staff
and community on Feb. 11
at 2:15 p.m. in the San
Dieguito High School
Theater.
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Students shoot Ior grades

News

Eric Schmitt and instructor Henry Herms
discuss how far the first shot went.

SAS helps kids

Saunder Kahnidjn tests his catapult.

already learned in class
and to make contraptions

from what they have learn-
ed,” Herms added.

News in brief

not.
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By Rildd Org
and John Steckert

What do a part of the
anatomy, a half naked
angel, and the feeling of
love all have in common?

They have all come to
symbolize one of our na
tion’s greatest holidays;

Valentine’s Day. It was in
the tradition of the most
auspicious holiday that we
decided to compile a list of
the most famous people
ever to be “struck by the
arrow of love.”

To start off our

managerie of great lovers,
is non other than the couple
portrayed in William
Shakespeare’s master-
piece; “Romeo and
Juliet.” It was their corn-
passion, caring, and pas
sionate love for each other

that eventually led to their
tragic deaths that readily
associates their names
with Valentines.

Another couple closely
related to the “holiday for
lovers” are the Roman

General, Mark Antony and
his lover, the Queen of the
Nile, Cleopatra. Their rela
tionship made for one of the
most famous affairs in
history. For as it has been
said, “Empires fell
because of the love bet-
ween them.”

And perhaps the most
heard love affair in history,
is the off-again/on-again
relationship between Miss
Piggy and her ‘ ‘Prince
Charming,” Kermit the
Frog. The relationship is
“on” in her eyes and “off”
in his.

A spinach salad with
Olive Oyle characterizes
the next two lovers on our
list. They are, of course,
Popeye and his “goyle,”
Olive ‘ Oyle. ‘ Their
faithfulness and love for
each other has delighted
audiences for years.

Eugene, played by
Jonathon Silverman. The
screenplay is a recollection

of Neil Simon’s
adolescence and daily life
in Brooklyn.

The time period is 1937,
during the Depression,
when everyone is scared of
his own shadow. Eugene is
basically a clean-cut kid,
baseball fanatic, and may
appear to be a bit on the
perverted side, but has the
normal curiosities of a 15
year old. Throughout the
movie, Eugene learns to
deal with his family while
he learns valuable lessons
about life and morals.

“Brighton Beach
Memoirs” is narrated in
first person and is extreme-
ly funny — don’t miss this
Neil Simon classic.

Now we switch the scene
to the devastated South
during the Civil War. It is

here we encounter a love
story in “Gone with the
Wind.” The lovers are non
other than Miss Scarlet t
O’Hara and her suitor, the
“I don’t give a damn” man,
Rhett Butler. She didn’t
love him until he left her,

making their relationship
one of the most tragic love
affairs ever.

But the greatest, longest,
most widely known, and
final love affair on our list,
is between, of all things,
two rodents. Since 1926

By Dan Lmdstrom
There is nothing at all

like nor close to the highly
debilitating dis ease that
strikes the high school
campus every year. Of
course, only a certain class
of people are smitten by

I this disease, ranging from
a third to a fourth of the
student body. Yet everyone
suffers from it at one point
in their lives.

No, it’s not the flu, it’s not
mono, it’s that most fear-
some affliction, Senioritis.

Contrary to popular
belief, this affliction does
not strike until the senior
year in high school, and
doesn’t really reach its
peak until the second
semester. Of course, there

they have been after each
other, and their love is still
going strong, of course we
are talking about the suave
and debonair Mickey
Mouse and the “love of his
life,” Minnie Mouse.

tion present in most
underclassmen, where
they suffer from Senioritis.
These students must be
watched carefully, because
when the actual disease
strikes, they may be
stricken with a form of ex
treme mental paralysis,
known as vegetation.

Experts disagree on how
to combat this disease.
Many argue that if school
was èut short by one
semester, most cases
would not have time to fully
develop. Others contend
that Senioritis could be
halted if seniors were given
activities, outings, or their
own special days off. And
there are those dangerous

extremists that believe the
only cure is to give every
senior shock therapy once
a month so that they will
lose their collective will to
succumb to Senioritis.

A few symptoms of
Senioritis are a strong
desire to visit Bob’s Big
Boy (during school hours),
an aversion to homework
so strong that one would
rather drive over one’s own
leg instead, extreme and
often overpowering
boredom, and a vacant look
in one’s eyes.

Teachers are advised to
go easy on seniors ex
hibiting these symptoms,
unless they have a strong
desire to see these students
again next year.

Legends of love

Whenever you
go, to Disneyland
or Walt Disney World,
you can still see
them together,
holding hands.

Maybe love does

last over the years.

‘I
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Burnout or Breakout!
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‘ ‘Brighton
Beach”

is Senioritis Psychosis, an
extremely common aflic

is memorable

By Jennifer Schmidt
I bought my ticket to

“Brighton Beach
Memoirs” expecting the
quality humor found in Neil
Simon productions — I got
that and a whole lot more.

“Brighton Beach
Memoirs” revolved around
the main character,

FLWRS
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Say HAPPY

264-G N. EL CAMINO REAI

ENGINLIAS. CA 92024

942
$757

VALENTINE’S DAY with flowers!

10 % Discount with this ad.

xcucing wire orders.

Expires Feb. 15.
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Talent

Bonnie Porter’s dancing
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received Honorable Mention

*

John Got! wins first with his smoking bagpipes.

‘,

y

‘ ‘A Litle Bit of Tahiti’ ‘ from Susie Parks, Jeanne Parks, and

*
*

Trudi Morgan won second.

Rancfio Thntituj
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Valarie McMullen

received an

Honorable Menton for
. \\

“The Way We Were” Stephanie Wayne sings for third place. •
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By Pete LaFrance
The San Dieguito High

School boys’ Varsity
Basketball Team was not

expected to be a contender
in the Palomar League this
season, but they are in first
place with the number one

defense in the county.
The Mustangs first

league game was against
the Fallbrook Warriors,
who were also not picked to

be a league contender.
San Dieguito took an ear-

ly lead and never looked
back. Although the War-
riors made a last minute
run with a half court trap,
the Mustangs remained

calm and made some
clutch free throws to ice the
game.

A stong defensive effort

by San Dieguito shut down
the three time defending
CIF champion Poway
Titans for their second
league victory.

San Dieguito’s Chris
Balir led all scorers with 16
points and seven rebounds.
Jack Minger added 10

points and five rebounds in
the 48-43 win.

On Friday, Jan. 16, San
Dieguito traveled to Torrey

Pines to play the first place
Falcons.

The Mustangs knocked

the highly rated Falcons

out of first place when

Shawn Caster hit a 15-foot
jump shot over Torrey
Pines 6’8” center Mike
Flanagan with 45 seconds
remaining. San Dieguito
used a tight 2-3 zone

defense in their 45-44 vic
tory.

San Dieguito’s fourth
league game was at home
against the Orange Glen
Patriots.

The Mustangs led by 10
points for the entire first
hail, but then they began to
falter in the second half.

Turnovers and defensive
breakdowns let Orange
Glen back in the game as
they cut the lead to four
with only a minute left in

the fourth quarter.
To stop the clock, the

Patriots fouled Paul Chan
who sunk to key free
throws to put the game out
ofreach..

San Dieguito’s 52-48 vic
tory over Grange Glen
gives them a record of 4-0
in the league and 10-5
overall.

By Chris Lieber
A 1-1 tie puts the Boy’s

Varsity Soccer Team in a
close race for first place.
The game was on Wednes

day, January 14 at San

Dieguito High School
against Poway.

The Mustangs were

positive about their game
despite ending with a tie.

“I was pleased, we played

well, but not as well as
we’re capable of playing,”

said Coach John Cannon.
Jim Norton, a senior,

center fullback said, “I felt

the game we played was

physical. At times our emo

tions got in the way of our

play but, seeing as though

we played one of the

toughest teams in our

league, I thought we played

well; well enough to win.”
Opportunities disap

peared as the Mustangs

failed to take control when
given a chance. “We had a

chance to win the game

when one of the players

was ejected, but we.pushed

too hard at times and rush-

ed our opportunities,” said

Norton.
Norton has a good feeling

about the rest of this

season, “I feel good about

our chances this year. We

have really good skills and

-

ball control. I think we’re
as good as any team in the

league.”

Team effort and hard
work are paying off for the
Mustangs. “We’re working
really hard as a team, so as

a team we’re heading in the
right direction,” said Can-
non.

“In pre-season we played

really individualistic, not
like a team. As we played
more, we got more team-
oriented. In the Poway
game we played like a
team, but the communica
tion between our players
wasn’t always there,” said
Norton.

SPORTS

Boys B.B. team
,

full of potential
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‘ ‘ Fast break”
Scott Reese battles for the ball in a game against Fafibrook

which San Dieguito won, 1-0.‘I
‘ 7aci o”
MEXICAN FOOD
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GEMCO SHOPPING CENTER

165-L SO. EL CAMINO REAL ENCINITAS, CALIFORNIA

Telephone: 944-7689

Varsity soccer in close
race tot first place

San Dieguito
TROPHY

1540 Eijcinitas Blvd.
Encinitas, !aIifornia 92024

(619) 942-3021
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By Kim Marshall
“The whole team needs

to concentrate on working
the ball down the field, and
scoring more goals,” said
goalie, Janet Benstead, on
San Dieguito’s Girls Varsi
ty Soccer Team.

After playing their third
game in the Palomar
League, the team has a
record of 1-3. On January
14, they took a big upset to

By Jennifer Pimbley
Friction always develops

in a competition between
San Dieguito and Torrey
Pines. The Dec. 16 girl’s
soccer game was a fierce
battle. The Mustangs lost
this home game when the
Falcons gained an early
lead. The final score was
3-0.

Poway. Under San
Diegmto lights on Friday,
January 16, they lost to
Torrey Pines 3-0.

“We have started the
league off by playing hard
teams, but we are getting
better and working more as
a team,” said Susanna
Thomas, a Varsity player.
Their next game is
January 21, against Orange
Glen.

Janet Benstead, injured
her knee in the first half
and was replaced by Deb
bie Tichenor.

Coach Dave Emmerson
is going to do some “ex
perimenting” in order to
gain the right combination
for a stronger beginning to
the Mustang’s games. Em-
merson admits that the
Mustangs can’t “keep try-
ing to come back from two
and three goals down.”

Mustang
Athletic

Stanciouts

Girt soccer
Struggles

I

Mustangs

Paul Chan
By Shari Rae

Paul Chan, a senior,

I(aty 0‘Neil or:

year’s basketball team is

By Susan Duke In the recent Christmas the Athletic Standout for
Katy O’Neil, a tournament, the team took this issue. San Dieguito

sophomore member of the first place, defeating San Varsity Basketball Coach,
girls’ Junior Varsity Clemente one to zero in Brian Daly said, “Paul is
Soccer Team, has made overtime in the semi-finals playing excellent defense.
many contributions and beating Mira Mesa He is doing a fine job of
towa rds the tea m ‘ s four to one in the finals. playing point guard for us
winning record. The J.V. team has an this year, and his leader-

O’Neil has played soccer overall record of 10 wins, ship has enabled us to win
since first grade. She plays one loss and two ties. Their some close games.”
soccer because she finds it league record is two wins, At the Helix game on
enjoyable. “Soccer has seven to zero against December 5, Chan made 13
always been fun for me Orange Glen and two tone out of 16 free throws ending
because a lot of my friends against Torrey Pines, and the game with a victory of
play and we could always one loss, zero to three 6441 for San Dieguito.
get together and play a against Poway. O’Neil In the San Dieguito -

game,” said O’Neil. scored one goal in each. of Escondido game,
According to O’Neil, one the league wins. December 2, at the last se

of the key reasons for the In the future, O’Neil cond Chan made the winn
team’s success is their hopes to continue playing ing shot giving San
friendship and ability to soccer. “I would like to be Dieguito a victory of 4846.
work well together. “It’s on a college team, but I Chan has helped tremen
the best team I’ve ever really enjoying playing dously in bringing San
played on because soccer in high school:I like Dieguito’s Varsity Basket-
everyone gets along,” she playing soccer now more ball to 8-5 overall and 2-0 in
said. than ever.” the Palomar League.

battle ‘P

The defense of both
teams was outstanding.
San Dieguito’s goalkeeper,

The SATcourse
thatpasses

the test.
The SAT is a crucial exam. So give it your best shot.
Six weeks with us now can make a big difference in
where you spend your next four years.

LEUCADIA
CARDIFF

ENCINITAS
LA COSTA

The
Reading

Gamer

. Individualized instruction,
maximum of 3 students
per class.

. Talk to our students,
they tell our story best.

FAST FREE DELIVERY
942-309S

We’ve got learning down to a science.
CALL 481-8101

380 Stevens Ave., Suite 215, Solana Beach
(Across from Earl Warren Jr. High)
An Independently Owned Franchise

Tern Zimmerman Director

Encyclopedia Britannica Learning Centers
© 1985 AMERtCAN LEARNING CORPORATION

753-5867
553 FIRST - HwY. 101

E N C I N TA S

SCHWINN

COAST CYCLER Y
. EXTRA-LITES . FITNESS EQUIP.. FULL-LINE BICYCLES . CLOTHING

SERVICE AND REPAIR ON ALL MAKES
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Letters to the Editor
Dear Editor:

I have Biology sixth

period and the class is

much too large. I’m not

learning as much as I

expected because the

teacher doesn’t give us

much individual help. I

don’t think it’s the teachers

fault. I just think that

whoever made up the

schedules, scheduled too

many people in the class. I

think people should get the
‘ chance of receiving

individual help more often,

I’d really appreciate it if

you’d give this a thought.
Thank you,

Kassia Canchola

Dear Editor,
It is impossible to eat

lunch in 35 minutes ! We

can’t even use open-

campus because there is no

place to go in 35 minutes.

Even if the students stay on

campus, the whole lunch

period is wasted standing

in the long lunch lines. If

you knew what kind of junk
food people eat at 7-Eleven,

you would lengthen the
lunch periods to 50 or 55
minutes. You are pushing

us down to 7-Eleven since
we don’t have enough time
to go anywhere else. To
make up for the added time
at lunch, none of the
students would argue if you
shortened the classes. But
if you can’t, you should

lengthen the school day.
Sincerely,

Therese Holtman

Dear Editor,
Soft drinks are something

that almost everyone en-
joys and yet, for some

reason, have been outlaw-

ed by the school board. The
softdrinks are only a por
tion of the issue. Our rights

have been invaded as
students; we have ascert

tamed certain rights, so
why are we sitting by and
watching them dwindle?

Ken James is taking a lot
of heat on this issue but
since he is not part of the
school board, he has
nothing to do with it.

As I understand, a new

school board was elected
and will take their seats
soon, so the time to make a
move toward getting soft-
drinks is now. Write the
school board and support
what you believe in.

Signed,
Mike Trudeau

Dear Editor:
On Dec. 18, a “student

assembly” was given by
Students Against Drunk

Drivers (SADD). The

students who came were

required to have a teacher

with them to enter the gym.

Mr. Kelso was
conveniently at the door

checking LITERALLY
every student who entered
to make sure that their

teacher was with them.

Two students, Katie and

myself, wanted to attend
the assembly. With us was

two signed notes from our

teacher saying we were

caught up with all
assignments, a C average
or better in the class, and

would be back to class

before the end of the
period. We were turned

away with the response,

‘you have to be with your

teacher. We turned away a
lot of other students too,’

was I mistaken or was this

a “students” assembly? If

it’s for the students, by the
students, the students

should be let in!
I use to enjoy coming to

this school for the pas t two

years. I like to learn. But
more and more, especially
this year it is become a

I form of prison with high

walls ; and on top of those

walls are many of the
wardens of the school.

Once we finish our term we
are released into the
“grown-up” world and

expected to fend for
ourselves in a responsible

aduitlike manner.

A friend of mine
described it very
effectively when he said we
are being “spoonfed.” You
can’t expect to lead us
around by the ear and slap

our hands when we’re

naughty. Sorry fellas, but
life just doesn’t work out
that nicely!

Jennifer Knapp

Dear Editor,
Although I really ap

preciate the time and
energy that you put into the
paper, I think that if there
were more things like in-
terviews of students,
teachers, etc., in the form

of questions that are funny,

I would enjoy it more. I
really liked the paper that
had the articles about
prison and vandalism. That

was the best one so far.
Thanks,

Mike $elsnik

Dear Editor:
TO WHOMEVER WAS

RESPONSIBLE FOR
PLANNING OUT THE

GRADUATION
CEREMONY OF 1986:

Overall, I think that the
ceremony went well, and

was very nice, but along
with many other students, I

think that a big part of it
was either ignored or look-

ed over with poor taste on
your part. This part was
that a majority of the
words said and people who
said them were of the
Christian religion.

This, I think, was a tern-
ble oversight on your pant.

I, for one, am undecided on
religion, and don’t really
believe in a specific one at
all. The person I was there
to see graduate is Jewish.

How do you think it was for
him and all of the other

graduates who are of a dif
ferent faith? On this one
special day, their values
were forgotten.

I think graduation should
be geared more towards
everyone. Everyone has
something that they
believe in, some kind of
higher being, and I think
that a way should be
thought of to express this.

I hope that on my
graduation day, a special
day that will only happen
once, you don’t aim it

towards your God. I would
be very disappointed, and a
small part of the feeling
and specialness of that day
would be lost for me.

Signed,
Julie M. Meyers

Dear Editor,
I think that we should get

rid of break and take time
off lunch. Then we could

have a shorter day. We
would get out much earlier.
I believe many people
would like to get off school
earlier rather than just
have a ten minute break
and a long lunch.

Sincerely,
Jeff Lyman

Dear Editor,
On the day of most of the

football games there is a
pep rally. I feel that this is

unfair to the other sports.
We should have pep rallies
for other sports on days of
important games for them
too. This would improve
school spirit and probably
more students would at-
tend the event.

Signed,
David Pini

Dear Editor:
Today, I was driving

down Encinitas Boulevard
when I saw these huge,

ugly buildings. They are on

the south side right after

passing Balour going west.

I’m sure everyone has seen

this eyesore. But this made

me think about how much

growth this area has

experienced within such a

short period of time.

Granted, I haven’t lived

here all my life, but in the
years I have been here,

I’ve seen countless stores,

malls, and houses added to

our area.
I can remember when I

was smaller, my friends

and I would play in the lot

across from Mayfair. Now
this lot is the Sanderling
and other buildings. In

fact, it seems that a lot of

my old playgrounds are
now either buildings or
parking lots. Also, I noticed

that a lot of the shops that I

used to like are gone. Shops

that I feel contributed to

the uniqueness of our

community are gone. Now,

our town reminds me of
Disneyland — crowded and
confusing,

It really saddens me to

see these new apartment
complexes and malls that
used to be empty land that
children used to play in. I

can’t help wondering what
it will look like in ten years.
I think it’s about time more

people got involved or at
least became concerned

about this problem. Even a

letter or an editorial helps,

but I don’t want people to

ignore the big construction
crew down the street or
around the corner, or off
the freeway.

Thank you,
Chad Ito

Dear Editor,
I’m writing this letter

because I am concerned
about the time we have to
get to class after lunch. I
think that instead of the
bell ringing five minutes
before class will start, I
suggest that it should ring
seven minutes before the
next class. So that we
wouldn’t have to keep
checking our watches to
look at the time and so we
wouldn’t need to carry our
books to lunch.

Sincerely,
Tammy Bilal

Dear Editor:
About a decade ago,

cancer was considered the
most horrific disease. Its
cure seemed impossible.
Now, in the 1980s a new
disease — AIDS (Acquired
Immune Deficiency
Syndrome) seems to be
gaining more and more
attention. The total number
of AIDS victims in the U.S.
isnow more than the

population in some small
cities. I think it is logical to
sympathize with the cancer
patients but I strongly
disagree for AIDS because
AIDS is not something
people inherit. They
acquire it themselves. The
word “acquired3’ in the
name itself makes it
obvious. Thus, I think that
the AIDS victims should be
dealt with severely.

AIDS is spreading like

cancer in the American

society. About 10,000 new

patients are added to this

group every month.
Actually, I do not really

feel bad about these people

since it is their own dirty

habits which ended them
with AIDS. According to

my information, most of
these cases occur due to

homosexualitY or

intravenous drugs. And I

don’t consider any of these
as good habits. It is by no

way that I can believe
AIDS can be justified.

The only situation which is

acceptable to me is if

somebody gets it because

of a blood transfusion or by

contact in the crowd which

is rare.

At the present rate of

affliction, it is predicted

that by the turn of the 23rd

century about 40 percent of

the American citizens will

have AIDS. I think that

such a situation can have a

devastating effect on

America’s international
status. I simply disagree

that due to a group of idiots

the nation should lose its

position.

In short, I think that if

people gets AIDS, which is

avoidable, they should be

dealt with strictly. This

group is a disease for the

society which should be

cured.
Riju Khetarpal
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Page 8 EDITORIAL

Dear Editor,
I experienced a true eye-

:• opener about our elected
representatives while try-
ing to organize a lecture-

I debate on the crisis in Cen

: tral America for the
: students of San Dieguito

High School. I had invited
the San Diego Interfaith
Task Force on Central
America and the Central
America Information

: Center, and had hoped to
invite an elected represen
tative giving the current
Administration’s view.

Aides from Pete Wilson

.

and Bill Lowrey declined
: due to other engagements,

although I was scheduling
. this event two months in

advance.
Ron Packard’s aide

declined in a manner that
I found disturbing. After
describing my objective
she commented that this
was a “set-up” ; that there

V

was no possible way she
could disclose information

V

“she was privy to,” she
said. She told me she had

been a teacher and
understood my objective,

V but she could not
cooperate. I found this at-
titude toward Packard’s
constituency alarming.
One of the supreme

V treasures of a democratic
society is the people’s right

V

to public forum and open
debate. We as voters also
have a right to understand

V the voting platform of our
V elected representatives,

and not just during election
time.

V One of our goals as
: V educators is to teach our

young people how to

V

assimilate the facts and
make responsible choices.

V My objective in hosting this

: lecture-debate was to pre
sent all sides Of this con-

V troversial issue — not to
pry into classified informa
tion. This reaction to my

V request implies there is
V more involved in this issue

V

than the voters have been
told. This makes me
Suspicious. Md that makes
me angry.

Catherine $traitiff
LibraryMedia Specialist

Barbie Brings

I
Lj)

‘(5 74:t
;P(.6E ‘v

V

V

_______

-.-__--— =—

I- --—-

Dear Editor,
I am tired of the pollution

problem. Too much waste
is going into our ocean. For
those of us that surf, body
board, or just enjoy a swim
at the beach, we have a
right to a clean ocean. Ws
too easy to get sick when
you are in the water a lot as
it is without Oceanside and

a few other communities
dumping their debris into
our water. This stuff isn’t
just cans and old shoes.

I am glad that action is
being taken, and I en-
courage the sale of stickers
and such that attack this

problem. I think we all
need to take a stand here

and be able to voice our opi
nion — at least those of us
who care at all about the
future of our beaches.

VVV Thank you,
Jason Galde

Backers Bucks
By Jennifer Pimbley

In the face of the current stampede to make
Saturday morning children’s T.V. shows bas
ed on toys that parents can buy in any toy
store, one character — the Barbie Doll — has

held firm. Untilnow. I read with some sadness

that Barbie has just wrapped a pilot for a new

kid’s magazine series. If enough stations show

interest, it will premiere this fall.
Why do the makers of Barbie feel that she

— needs a T.V. show to boost sales? Isn’t Barbie
Dear Editor :

A huge HURRAH,
BRAVO, GOOD JOB and

WAY TO GO to Dan
Lindstrom for his article in
the Jan. 16 issue of the
Mustang. No more whining
about the attendance
policy. It’s here to stay, we
might as well grin and bear
it. Dan, thanks for putting
an end to the complaining.

To the whole Mustang
Staff : Keep up the terrific
work. The newspaper has
really improved this year
alone. GOOD JOB.

Signed,
Siiarvn Jasmer

Dear Editor,
In most of my ex

periences related with
school activities, I have
found that the San Dieguito

staff and faculty is a
pleasure to work with,
making my life easier as a
student. In addition, the
coaching staff that I am in-
volved with is one of
discipline and understañ
ding and has brought our
team together as one. I
would just like to praise

and thank the faculty and
staff for being such great
people. Keep up the great
work.

V

the best known of toys? Is there actually a

child in the United States today that doesn’t

have a Barbie or Ken? What do they hope to

teach children? What will be the value of this
new step? Won’t it hurt Barbie’s image? Are
the makers doing this just for the money or do

they have good intentions? And if this is so,

what are they?
All of my respect for Barbie and her friends

has greatly dwindled. I can’t help remember-

ing when I had Barbie and all her accessories,
even the airplane. I just can’t see how this new
show can give Barbie even more popularity.
This is an inglorious surrender to a new fad.

Sincerely,
Tom Pellegrino
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